Minutes of the Hereford/Highland Area Block Watch, Inc.

7/10/03 at 923 Hereford Drive

Attendance:
Tim Miller, Mary Lu Ramsey, Sgt. Cindy Christman, APD, Officer Rodney Brock, APD, Phyllis & John Mascolo, Michael Graham, Amy Grom, Julie Cronin, Veronica Syroney, Filomena Krejsa, Jim & Robyn Vining

Crime Watch Update:

Sgt. Christman and Officer Brock presented the May crime report from APD for our area.  It included reports of motor vehicle theft and a stolen property report on N. Portage Path and a liquor law violation on Conger.  These reports document incidents of various crimes reported to the police.  We usually cannot access the month’s data for a few days into the next month.  Therefore, she did not have June data at this time.  Sgt. Christman also distributed a handout entitled “Inventory Record of Your Valuables.”  She advised that the police are better able to help residents recover stolen property if the homeowner completes an inventory form of valuables.  Sgt. Christman stopped someone for a loud music violation as she stopped to park and come to the meeting tonight.  She encouraged our efforts and indicated that the cooperation of the residents can bring about real change in crime prevention.  John Mascolo also updated the group on felony offenses being prosecuted from incidents in our area by the Summit County Prosecutor’s Office.  The good news is that crime remained low throughout the first part of the summer.  

Members proceeded to discuss continuing problems in the summer months, including teens and adults using the park after 10 p.m. and drunk drivers on the roadways after the bars let out at the business district.  Hereford Park closes at 10 p.m.  Anyone in the park after that time is subject to prosecution for criminal trespass (a fourth degree misdemeanor carrying up to 30 days in jail).  Akron also has an 11:00 p.m. curfew for those less than 18 years of age.  It is a minor misdemeanor (carrying a fine/costs) to violate the curfew ordinance.  It is a fourth degree misdemeanor for an adult to have a minor in his company after curfew if there is no permission from the minor’s parents/guardian.  It is also illegal to have alcohol in a city park.

Members have directly asked teens to leave at 10 p.m. or later.  Sometimes they do.  Sometimes they do not.  Sometimes they report to their parents that they are at a friend’s house when they are actually in the park after hours.  Fortunately, there have been no major incidents in the park this summer.  The major problem is trash and cigarette butts left behind by the teens and young adults and people from outside the area parking illegally.  Nonetheless, block watch members are encouraged to spread the word among teens and young adults that they know.  Sgt. Christman encouraged members to call 330-375-2181 or 330-375-2552 to report individuals in the park after hours.  Members can and should request that a cruiser respond to investigate and, where appropriate, move people along.  It helps if members can give an idea of the number and age of the individuals in the park and what they are doing, e.g. setting off fireworks, drinking, smoking, shouting/yelling, playing basketball, fighting, etc.  If you want the cruiser to stop and let you know what they find, let the call taker know and make sure you provide your name and address. 

Sgt. Christman and Julie Cronin indicated that our prior stop sign detail at Hereford/N. Highland led to a new program offered by APD to all the neighborhood groups.  They will send warning letters to vehicles (identified by plates/descriptions taken down by Block Watch members).  Our next plan is to document speeders on Portage Drive and N. Highland.  If you would like to organize a traffic detail for an hour or two….call Filomena and let her know the date/time.  If you give us enough advance time, we can send an email around to get you additional volunteers.

APD will host its second block watch training at the APD Training Bureau on Sat. July 19 from 9-1.  Phyllis and Amy will attend.

Safety Week Report

Phyllis, Filomena and Amy reported on the first Safety Week at the park.  All in all the program was a success.  Highlights included the City of Akron Parks and Recreation assistants; the car seat safety check; the evening talk by Prosecutor Walsh and the stranger danger talk by APD.  One day’s programming had to be delayed for a week due to rain.  There were a number of miscues by presenters, including a no show by Akron U’s Zippy the Kangaroo; late appearances by the Fire Department and the Red Cross speakers.  There were 39 registered participants.  The planning committee doesn’t believe that we need to do this weeklong program every year.  Members discussed doing a one-day program next year that would feature the Escape School program.

Newsletter

Kyle has extended the deadline for the next issue of the Block to July 25th.  Please email articles and event information to him at kyle-chrisbrooks@earthlink.net.  Filomena will write an article on Safety Week for the newsletter.  John will write an article on Prosecutor Walsh’s talk at the park.  

Budget/Nonprofit

Officers will hold a separate meeting on this topic before our next meeting.  Interested members should email John at mascolo@prosecutor.summitoh.net for the specific date/time.  Amy Grom will host the meeting.

Other news

Tim Miller suggested that John put as much information in the body of the email itself.  Many folks do not want to open attachments for fear of viruses.  Mark Smith has contacted John about putting the agenda/minutes on the www.highlandsquare.org website.  John will follow up on that.

Next Meeting

Members discussed the problem with the Highland Square Business Association meetings now being scheduled at the same time as our monthly meeting.  We will continue to monitor the situation.  Filomena requested that we reset the August meeting (which she is hosting) to the third Thursday of the month as they have baseball game interference with her son on August 14th.  Members agreed to set the August meeting for Thursday, August 21 at 7:00 p.m. at 895 Hereford Drive.  Please note the change.
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