7/11/03

5:00 – 6:30pm

Highland Square Development Association Meeting 

Present: Jim Gilbert, Samuel Salisbury, Sabrina Schweyer, Mark Smith, Lauren Phillips, Tia Stathopolos, Jane Startzman, Phillip Zelnar, Jim King, Laura Wolf, Rosemary Reymann, Joan Colbert, Barb Snyder

Meeting attended by West Hill Neighborhood Association members Don Climes, Jane Startzman, Joan Colbert, Barb Snyder

Banners:

· Must be approved thru city

~May take up to a year

· Currently working on design

· May receive partnership grant from city of Akron

· City has suggestions:

~Colored Squares and “square” were their choices 

~Also suggested using images of people (silhouettes) 

· Brackets are approved and manufactured by city, however we may be able to get them commercially at a better price

· Phil will design new banner concepts for next week

· May ask Akron Community Foundation for monetary support

Design Guidelines finished!!! (And will be posted on website)

Event co-sponsored by neighborhood organizations:

· Should be highly visible

· Held in September

· Options Include:

~Educational Seminars

~Community Rally

~UDC Presentation

~Tom Merryweather or Eugene Smith presenting why design guidelines are a      

  good idea

~May consist of a series of meetings addressing topics such as blockwatches,

  other community concerns

Library will decide location by end of month (according to Joe Parsons/ Steve Albrecht)

· Current strategy: Albrecht will buy Von and Crescent and give to library in exchange for garden site (will also purchase Dr. Krutke’s building)

 To get Design Review:

· HSBA and residents will back if they agree to accept the design guidelines (including review committee and zoning overlay)

· May ask for guidelines to be implemented for 10 years or may be permanent

· Developers would have options like obtaining variances

Will meet next week as group to hone September events – 5pm @ AFCC

Interview Local Representatives:

· Will formulate interview questions as a group and send to reps and maybe mayoral candidates

· Responses or lack thereof will be published on website

Make up stamps for neighborhood businesses, etc.  “visit www.highlandsquare.org” ?

