HIGHLAND SQUARE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2008

Board members in attendance: JT Buck, Chuck Collins, Kay Kelly, Linda Henretta, Nina Hollister, Tomie Netting, Amy Purcell, David Purcell, Rosemary Reymann, Mike Russell, Marie Wagner, Ed

The meeting began at 6:34 p.m.

Secretary’s Report

Amy Purcell reported that the meeting announcement was published in The West Side Leader. The Akron-Beacon Journal did not run the announcement. Amy will send announcements again for the June general meeting. She is working on the HSNA newsletter and will complete it prior to the next general meeting.

Treasurer’s Report

No report. Kay Kelly is gathering information and past records from Lisa Bostwick.

Co-Presidents Report

Chuck Collins and Mike Russell thanked the former HSNA Board for their efforts over the past few years, especially in dealing with the many challenges they faced. The new Board appreciates all they have done and looks forward to utilizing their expertise as the HSNA grows.

Old Business

Grocery Store – Mike Russell contacted Adele Roth (sp?), a liaison for the mayor. She had no new news to report but said the city continues its efforts to find a business for the space. Mike also called Joe Albrecht for an update but hadn’t received a reply from him. Adele also requested that Mike ask the Board if the HSNA would be interested in restoring the community garden that was located on the corner of West Market and Portage Path. Mark Smith commented that a community garden site would require significant land preparation and maintenance. The Board unanimously agreed that it would not be able to support restoring the garden at this time. Mike will provide Adele with the feedback.

Highland Square Theater – Chuck reported that the group attempting to get a loan had not heard back about their request. 

New Business

Art in the Square – August 16 has been set as the date for Art in the Square. Geri Ashby, Rosemary Reymann, Amy Purcell, David Purcell, JT Buck, Kay Kelly and Linda Henretta volunteered to help coordinate the event. The Board needs to review finances before proceeding with an event plan.

Clarifying HSNA Boundaries – Chuck Collins reiterated that anyone can participate in HSNA, regardless of the new boundaries established by the organization. A map showing the new HSNA boundaries was passed out to attendees. The boundaries will be published in the upcoming HSNA newsletter.

Community Outreach Program – Chuck Collins suggested that the HSNA reach out to one person in Highland Square (possibly a senior citizen) who needs assistance over the summer. HSNA could help this person with yardwork, home repair, or general maintenance that he/she cannot take manage. Chuck passed out an Application for Consideration to all attendees. Applications can be mailed to Chuck at 960 Jefferson, Akron, OH 44302. The application will also be published in the upcoming HSNA newsletter. Chuck will lead this effort and there will be no committee assigned to this project. The Board will review applications and make their selection in June. Additionally, Chuck mentioned he is working with the senior citizens at Fowler Apartments to assess some of the issues the residents are experiencing.

Dues - Mike Russell suggested that HSNA initiate a $10 membership fee which would give members voting rights. A senior rate of $1 would also be established. The Board agreed on the membership dues structure.

HSNA Contact Information – Chuck and Mike requested that the Board develop a database of contacts including Board Member information and other key names/phone/email to ensure easy and efficient communications with each other. Mark Smith agreed to forward the email addresses he has collected over the years to Amy Purcell. Tomie Netting also agreed to forward a spreadsheet of addresses he has. Amy will compile the list and distribute to the Board. 

Other – Mark Smith agreed to post the meeting calendar on the HSNA website.

The meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.

Next Board Meeting (Executive Board members only): 



Tuesday, May 21, 7:00 p.m., 960 Jefferson Ave (Chuck’s house)

Next Public Meeting:



Tuesday, June 3, 6:30 p.m., Highland Square Library

